CHAPTER IV

SYNTHETIC PHILOSOPHY TODAY

THE best way of retaining the soul-power of India is to
keep alive her synthetic philosophic outlook by removing the
barriers of isolation and exclusiveness on the one hand and
the evils of the slavish imitation of alien ideas on the other.
Science has destroyed distance only in the physical sense but
not in the philosophic and spiritual sense. It is only philoso-
phy applied to practical life that can really bring men together
and make them live a new spiritual joint-family life. Philoso-
phy in India is not divorced from life but has always
permeated the popular mind and irradiated everyday life.
What is now required is not more philosophy, but more
philosophers who would, as heirs of India's cultural heritage,
consecrate their lives to the pursuit of philosophic thinking
and set an inspiring example to others in their views and
ways of life. Contemporary philosophy in the East as well
as in the West is anxious to integrate the different branches
of knowledge like science, metaphysics, ethics and religion
which have not been on cordial terms for a long time. To
a student of synthetic philosophy, it is a fit and fascinating
subject to watch the confluence of the various thought currents
in modern philosophy. Synthesis is discerning unity amidst
diversity and is different from the * eclecticism of soapy minds \